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We will draw on blue paper, to give the impression of
the sky in the background.

Or under water adventure.

We'll experiment using only black, white and grey pencils.
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We'll hone in on the details.

We'll have a fun, starting with white.

Create a three dimensional illusion with heavy shadow.
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And draw tigers in a green paper jungle.

So, let's get started!

Introduction:
In  this  book,  you  will  find  nine  unique  step-by-step
drawing tutorials explaining how to draw wild animals
on toned paper, with colored pencils.
If you haven't drawn on toned paper yet, I hope you'll
try it,  because pictures take on a more realistic effect
when drawn on toned paper.
These drawings may be too difficult for beginners, but
intermediate and advanced artists will learn more tricks
and tips and gain more experience.
However, beginners also can try, because we are going
to use the grid-method, so the coloring will be easier.

How to use this book:
In this book, you will see the steps of my drawings with
short explanation of each step.
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Drawing is a visual art, that cannot be easily explained
in words. I recommend you carefully analyze each step,
comparing the previous and next steps so that you can
see the differences and exactly what I've drawn.

Work on each step until you are completely satisfied.
Only then move onto the next one. In each tutorial you
will find a link to my YouTube video, so you can watch
me drawing and learn by observing my technique.

Drawing on bigger paper allows you to go more into
detail. If you draw on A5 (5.8" x 8.3") or smaller, your
lines will be much thicker than the original thickness of
the animal's hair, and won't look natural. If you draw on
bigger paper with a sharp pencil, your lines will be the
same thickness as  the hair,  and this will  be easier  to
maintain scale as you work.
Patience  and  commitment  are  the  most  important
aspects of drawing. If you want success,  you have to
work  on drawing  with  patience,  loving  and  enjoying
what you do; doing it for yourself in the first place. If
the drawing is difficult, or you can't figure out what's
wrong with it, just start a new one. 

Lastly, the most important thing: Practice! 

 How to draw wild animals on toned paper                                    Page 6



Tools

For  these
drawings,  you
need  smooth,
toned  paper.
These tutorials
are  drawn  on
light  and  dark
grey, light and
dark  blue,  and
green  paper.
However,  you
can draw them
on white paper as well. You need a good quality paper,
as  cheap  sketch  paper  won't  hold  enough  layers  of
pencil  for  a  good  finish.  I  recommend  a  smooth
textured, fine toothed paper,  such as  Bristol. You can
find the links to these products on my website:

http://jasminasusak.com/artsupplies/
and after clicking on the links you can buy exactly the
same products that I buy.

Colored pencils:
In this chapter, I explain why I use the pencils I do. If
you want to draw colorful, realistic drawings like mine,
you  could  consider  using  the  same  ones.  If  you  are
looking  for  the  highest  quality  but  not  the  most
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expensive  colored  pencils,  and  you  want  a  lot  of
nuances, then Prismacolor Premier is best.

If, like me, you want to draw a variety of things, you
shouldn't buy a set of just 24 or 48, because that isn't
enough for a really beautiful, colorful drawing. You can
buy  Prismacolor  Premier  pencils  individually  or  in
larger sets.  They are really soft and easily spread over
the paper which makes them perfect for blending and
burnishing.  You can play with nuances, mix them up
and draw one over another,  but this requires a lot  of
practice, patience and experience. When used correctly,
Prismacolor drawings can take on the appearance of a
painting. You can even draw smooth human skin with
Prismacolor Premier, an effect you can't  achieve with
Derwent or other pencils. Take a look at my drawing
below.  This   cat  is  drawn  with  Prismacolor  colored
pencils.
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The second brand colored pencils I use is Lyra Groove
Slim. They color just as nicely as Prismacolor, yet they
have  a  harder  lead  which  makes  them  perfect  for
precise, clean edges. They are still very creamy, but you
can press harder when drawing, because they have an
extra break-proof lead. 

They are easy to hold due to their triangular shape and
they will be less likely to roll off the table onto the floor
and break.  Lyra  are  less  expensive  than  Prismacolor,
but come in fewer colors, which is why I use the two
sets together. As mentioned, they are easy to hold, non-
breakable and long lasting. You can see in the drawings
below the soft Prismacolor paint effect and clear, sharp
Lyra Groove Slim edges.

I use a simple HB graphite pencil for sketching. 

After colored pencils, the must have tool on my table is
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a  white gel ink pen.  The pen makes it  easy to draw
whiskers  over  the  colored  pencils.  You  could  color
around a white space left for the whiskers, but this is
really difficult and never looks as good as when they
are drawn in. I also use the pen to draw the reflection of
light in the eyes over the previously drawn pupils. This
tiger's whiskers were drawn with white gel ink pen.

You can find the links to these products on my website:

http://jasminasusak.com/artsupplies/
and after clicking on the links you can buy the exact
same products I buy.

For blending the drawn areas,  you could use a white
colored pencil, but I prefer to blend animal fur with a
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wax colorless blender. 

Using a grid:
When drawing in a realistic style with colored pencils,
you  have  to  start  with  a  proportional  and  accurate
sketch. You have to press hard to fill the tooth of the
paper  -  the  tiny  white  dots  -  you  cannot  erase  the
colored  pencils  without  leaving  a  trace  like  you  can
with graphite pencils.

Using a grid (griding) helps you to see your subjects
proportions accurately and supports you to develop
your  freehand  drawing  skills.  Many  beginners  can
learn to draw free-hand by practicing with a grid first.
Always try to draw the main lines freehand first, and
use the grid only if your subject doesn't look right or
proportional in your sketch. Some advanced artists only
use two or three lines of their  grid - just  enough for
orientation.  If  you're  using  the  grid-method,  your
sketching can go much faster, there's much less erasing,
and your paper stays smooth and clear.

As you become more comfortable, you can make your
grid squares slightly bigger. This will force you to free-
hand more. Keep increasing the size of the grid squares
and eventually, you won’t need to use a grid at all.
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You can see how it works in the image below. 

Panda
Reference photo:
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I've put a grid over the reference photo, so you can use
the same one I used. If you can draw freehand you don't
need  to  use  the  grid-method;  it's  here  to  help
inexperienced drawers with the proportional main lines.

Draw the main lines from the squares of the reference
photo in the squares of the grid on your paper. The next
image shows my sketch before I erased the grid. 

I've used light grey paper with a slight green tint, and
green  would  be  a  good  choice  (because  it's  the
background color of the photo), but you could use any
toned paper. 

I've chosen a panda for the first tutorial, because they
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are black and white, and we you only need white, black
and grey colored pencils. In the following tutorials, we
will  do  more  complicated  drawings.  The  panda  is
perfect for beginners, and for warming up. You can start
creating  the  stronger  lines  with  graphite  pencils,
because you will replace them with black later.

Draw the black areas first with a Black colored pencil.
This is  not difficult,  but must be done carefully.  You
have to press hard to achieve an absolute black color,
but press lightly as you carefully draw the first layer.
When you are sure that everything is in the right place,
press harder and draw over and over in Black until you
have a rich, black color.

 How to draw wild animals on toned paper                                    Page 14



To  the  right  is  a
close-up image of
the  panda's  eyes
and  the  nuances
I've used to create
them.  Remember
to  make  smooth
gradients  when  shading  the  tiny  parts  between  black
and grey. In most cases, dark tones do not flow directly
into  lighter  tones,  there  are  a  lot  of  mid-tones  in
between.  Leave the areas for the reflection of light in
the eyes untouched in order to make his eyes shine. For
this  drawing,  using  a  white  pencil  for  the  light
reflection in the eyes would appear unnatural.
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Next, add some Grey to your drawing. Since the paper I
drew on is  grey, I  don't  need to draw the basic grey
color, only the dark and light nuances. You can see that
I've drawn his belly and paws, in Dark Grey colored
pencil, and pressing lightly, outlined his muzzle.

Then add the white hair that looks grey in the shadow.
You don't need to include all details now, as you can
develop these later with grey colored pencils. You just
need to mark these areas before adding the white hair.

Before you start adding to your drawing, practice your
pencil strokes on another piece of paper to familiarize
yourself with how dark or how light each pencil grade
is.  You'll  also be able to avoid mistakes while you're
drawing  because  you  know  exactly  what  each  grade
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will look like.

Once the grey tones are firmly established, it is time to
build up the colors, starting with the white fur. 

It  is  important  that  all  the  lines you draw follow the
direction of the hair growth. It is easy to darken a light
color,  than lighten a dark color,  so apply  the lightest
colors first and gradually work step by step towards the
darkest. This will help you retain the freshness of the
brighter colors. 

In  this  case the brightest  is  White  and the darkest  is
Cool Grey 50%. Start with White and draw the lightest,
pure white areas of the coat. 
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Still following the direction of the hair, add Cool Grey
20%  over  the  next  darkest  areas  not  colored  in  the
previous step. 

Using fine lines, in the direction of the hair, carefully
drawn over the white areas of the face. These lines are
shorter and sharper around the eyes and the center of
the  face,  gradually  becoming  broader  and  bolder
towards the outside of the head. 

Apply Cool Grey in stronger concentrations of lines to
deepen the shaded areas throughout the drawing, and to
outline  the  eyes  and  shadows  between  them  more
forcefully. Analyze my steps and note what I've exactly
drawn.
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Lastly, using Cool Grey 30%, draw the rest of the fur
between  the  white  hair.  Continue  to  draw  lines  that
follow the hair direction.

Lastly, add the tree, in Grey. 
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You can watch a time-lapse video of me drawing this
picture:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37Otxy_VRvc

There is a link to the real-time video in the description.
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2 bald eagles in the air
Reference photo:

Reference photo with grid. 
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I'm drawing these two flying eagles on blue paper to get
the  color  of  the  sky  in  the  background.  Grey  paper
could also do,  but on green or red paper they would
appear less natural. As with every other drawing in this
book, you could use white paper.

Here are my main lines.

I'm  starting  with  the  white  areas,  which  is  pretty
interesting  if  you  have  only  drawn  on  white  paper
before.  In  this  first  step  I'm drawing  the  highlighted
parts  of  the  white  feather.  As  the  wings  are
symmetrical, you can trace and transfer them across.

First, draw the highlighted parts of the white feathers.
The  wings  are  symmetrical,  so  you  can  trace  and

 How to draw wild animals on toned paper                                    Page 22



transfer them across.

When drawing birds, it is useful to understand the wing
and  tail  structures  before  you  start.  This  helps  you
organize  the  complex  arrangement  of  colors  and
patterns that make these creatures so beautiful.
Try to establish the skeletal details, and draw the white
tail feathers leaving the shadowed parts untouched. If a
highlight needs to be more prominent, you can draw the
surrounding area  darker  later.  You will  have to  press
your White pencil  really  hard to fully  cover the blue
paper. 

Next, draw the shadowed white feathers keeping your
lines as light as possible so you can easily erase any
mistakes (it is much harder if your line is too heavy).
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Next,  outline the grey colors and patterns on the tail
feathers, using Light Grey.

Draw the  breaks  and talons  in  Yellow Ochre  and go
over the highlighted yellow parts with Cream or Canary
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Yellow. 

Before  you  continue,  try  to  establish  the  skeletal
structure of the wings. When you know where the
bones are, you can start coloring the detail of both
sets of wings.

Sharpen  your  Black  pencil  and  carefully  draw
around  the  white  feathers.  You  can  see  in  the
following image that  the white  feathers  have nice
clean edges when finely outlined in Black. Draw the
pupils and nails as well.

Pressing hard, start shading in the shadows, layering
as you go.

 How to draw wild animals on toned paper                                    Page 25



Next, draw the darkest areas of the wings in Black.
You are outlining and building the main color of the
wings,  so  take  your  time  to  complete  this  step.
Apply  heavy pressure to  completely  fill  the paper
texture (tooth) with color.

You don't need to include all the detail as you will
develop it later with grey pencil. For now, you are
just  establishing  the  black  and  shadowed  grey
colors.  Lightly  color  the  highlights  in  Grey -  you
will finish these next.
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Lastly,  add  the  highlighted  areas  of  the  wings  using
Warm Grey 20% or Cool or French Grey. Develop the
colors, values and details by layering and blending the
grey with your blending stump. 

You can watch a time-lapse video of me drawing this
picture here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dJ8OwNpsn8
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Tiger 
Reference photo with grid:

 How to draw wild animals on toned paper                                    Page 28



I've drawn this tiger on grey paper.  The first step is to
establish the basic proportions of the tiger's features -
the  position  and relationship  between the  eyes,  nose,
mouth, cheeks and ears. This can be done much easier
if you use a grid.

Start carefully drawing the tiger with the black parts.
When the black areas are in the right place,  you can
draw  the  rest  of  the  tiger  without  thinking  about
proportion. 

If you are a beginner, it is a good policy to limit the use
of  Black  to  the  final  stages  of  a  drawing.  Draw the
black  stripes  using  an  easily  erasable  graphite  pencil
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and when you are happy with your drawing, you can
strengthen them using a black colored pencil. 

The next step is to lay down the light markings on the
tiger's face. Use White to produce the strongest possible
contrast  for  maximum  dramatic  effect.  Add  the
expressive highlights in the eyes and ears as well.

You can use bright colors like white with greater safety
and freedom than you can use dark colors because it is
easier to darken a light color than it is to lighten a dark
color. 
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If  you make any mistakes when creating these white
areas, you can draw over them later. 

Draw the eyes completely first. In the next three steps, I
will  show you how to draw the eyes. First,  draw the
pupils and black areas around the eyes. Avoid pressing
too hard or else it will be hard for you to erase if you
need to make corrections later on. 

Mark  the  places  for  the  reflection  of  the  light,  with
White colored pencil.
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Next, add a color for the irises. Tiger eyes range from
orange, yellow ochre, yellow, green to blue, depending
on the breed of tiger.  In this case,  I've mixed up the
Orange and Ginger Root to get an appropriate color. 

You  don't  have  to  strictly  copy  the  colors  in  the
reference  photo,  so  you  can  experiment.  A  little
difference between the nuances is not that noticeable.
Plus, you can add a new color over the irises if you are
not  happy  with  your  selection.  If  you  compare  the
previous and next steps, you may notice that the irises
were little pale and then I added more Orange, leaving

 How to draw wild animals on toned paper                                    Page 32



white dots for the reflection of the light.

Next, draw the rest of the white fur in the direction of
the hair growth. You can see the advantage of drawing
on toned paper - the white fur stands out. 

If you draw this tiger on white paper, you should draw a
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background, otherwise the white fur won't be visible.

Draw the nose, with Orange and Beige Sienna.

Then  start  introducing  color  into  the  fur.  Apply
Goldenrod first  as it  is one of the tiger's basic colors
and provides a suitable mid-tone. You can see that the
color of the image is starting to build up but there is
trade-off in definition and contrast.

It gets difficult when you start to blend colors because it
lightens the dark tones and darkens the light ones, and
you  start  losing  the  contrast  that  gives  the  work  its
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impact.

This  is  common  in  many  artworks  so  don't  become
discouraged if you lose some definition or contrast at
certain  stages.  It's  a  normal  part  of  the  process  of
drawing  and  can  be  restored  later.  Next,  start
introducing  Chestnut to  restore  the  dark  tones  in  the
shadowed  parts  of  the  tiger's  head.  The  fur  on  the
muzzle is always darker. 

To  restore  lost  definition  and  contrast  you  need  to
adjust the dark and light tones to their former levels.
Your image will be more expressive if you use different
colors for the respective tones., so draw tiny hairs over
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the chestnut fur, with a well-sharpened Cream or Sand
pencil. 

Remember to use more colors and nuances of the same
color  to create natural  looking animal fur.  When you
look at animal photographs, you will see that their fur is
never just  one color.  Plus,  reflection of light changes
the colors and gives them a green, blue, red or yellow
glow, depending on the colors of the fur. You can add
these colors even if you don't see them in the reference
photo.

To build up the necessary depth of color apply a layer
of Chestnut which gently changes to brown. Create the
highlights with Cream. You can see in the next image
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that  this  has  made  the  muzzle  lighter  than  in  the
previous.

If you compare the previous and next images, you will
see  that  the  tones  were  blended with  Cream because
White  would  have  made  the  fur  too  light.  When
burnishing  or  blending,  a  lighter  color  like  white,
cream,  pale  blue  or  yellow  or  pink,  or  a  colorless
blender, will cover a colored pencil artwork with heavy
strokes that smudge the underlying colors together to a
smooth tone. 

You  can  also  smudge  with  a  cardboard  tortillon  or
blending stump too.  They  are  really  cheap and work
well with colored pencils to give a smooth tone. You
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have to press firmly to blend the fur with a blending
stump. 

Next, add the fur under the tiger's head, using black and
brown  colored  pencils.  Try  to  make  this  area  a  bit
blurry, because making your subject sharp and focused
while the background or further objects are blurry (in
this case tiger's body) adds a lot of depth to a drawing. 

Lastly, add the whiskers using white ink gel pen.
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You can watch me draw this tiger on my YouTube
Channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZ88KNIOSVA
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Lion

I drew the lion using the next photo as a reference. 

If you cannot create an accurate sketch, draw the main
lines with the help of a grid. The next image shows a
proportional grid over the reference photo:
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The basic steps are: draw the form (sketch), build the
shape and basic  colors,  and then add the fine details
while  highlighting  lights  and  shadows.  Start  drawing
from the darkest parts, or area by area developing the
details  as  you finish the drawing.  In the case of  this
lion,  I've chosen to draw it  randomly,  starting with a
White pencil. This is the benefit of drawing on toned
paper.
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Starting in White, draw the muzzle and the tiny, white
areas under the eyes.  Draw the edges of  these areas,
with Cream to allow a gradual transition from white to
orange that you will add later.

The white parts of the lion's fur are not absolute white,
so add the hair over it with Cream and light grey.

If  the  fur  doesn't  appear  very  white,  or  you  have
exaggerated  with  grey  or  cream,  you  can  add  more
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white over the layers of the colors.

Next draw the eyes. Using Black, draw the pupils and
thick  circles  around  the  eyes.  Use  Yellow  Ochre  to
create the shadowed parts of the irises, and fill in the
rest  with  Jasmine.  Draw  a  small  dot  mark  for  the
reflection of the light with a white ink gel pen.

When you look at the reference photo you may notice
that his right eye looks a little odd, so I have drawn it to
look more natural, like the left eye. 
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Next,  create  the  darkest  parts,  in  Black.  If  you  are
unsure, use a graphite pencil and when you are happy
with your placement, draw them in Black.

Create the shiny, lower lip, with white pencil or ink gel
pen. I've drawn two white spots - one bigger and one
smaller - to make his lip shine. Then go over the top of
the black part of the muzzle with Cool Grey 20% or any
other light grey. These colors are perfect for areas like
this, when the shining shouldn't be an absolute white.

Now start to build the main color of the lion. Start with
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the highlights first in Cream.

Then start drawing the muzzle with Burnt Ochre. You
don't need to press hard as you will create more layers
in different colors and nuances. 

Draw a second layer in Spanish Orange. This is a vivid
color, so you might need to use a light brown to blend
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the Burnt Ochre.

Draw Burnt Ochre around the highlighted Cream areas,
remembering  to  shade  in  smooth  gradients.  In  most
cases, the tones do not flow directly into each other -
there are a lot of mid-tones in between.

Use more colors to create the fur on his forehead. You
can see in the next image, that I have added dark brown
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to create the shadowed parts of the forehead.

Plus, a basic color combination of Burnt Ochre, Spanish
Orange and Cream. Use your colorless blender to fill
the tooth of the paper.

You don't have to draw the same areas as I have, but if
you do the same, compare the previous and next images
to see exactly what I've drawn and do the same.
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Finish his forehead in Spanish Orange.

Start drawing the mane on the left side, using the same
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colors you used for the forehead.

Don't  forget  to  hold  your  hand  on  another  piece  of
paper. You may notice I use a piece of nylon, because it
allows me to see the whole drawing while holding my
hand on it. When drawing the mane, draw the straight
lines outwards from the lion's head.

Also, highlight the hairs where the light falls. You need
to  create  the  basic  color,  as  well  as  shadowed  and
highlighted hair with more colors and nuances.

Draw the tiny, visible part of the ear and the hair that
covers it in Burnt Ochre.
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The top of the mane should be drawn with the same
brown and orange pencils. additionally, draw the top of
the hairs, with a well-sharpened Black pencil.

Outline the head with a thin Dark Brown line between
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his head and body. Continue to build the right side of
his head with Burnt Ochre.

Draw the whole right side, using Spanish Orange.
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Use Burnt Ochre and Dark Brown to divide the top of
the muzzle from the right side of his head. Add the tiny,
dark brown dots over the top of his muzzle for the root
of  his  whiskers.  In  this  case  we want  the  top of  his
muzzle to pop-out, so darken the lower-right side of his
face. To make a highlight more prominent you darken
the surrounding area.  Continue to draw short hair over
the  whole  right  side,  with  well-sharpened  Orange,
Burnt Ochre and Dark Brown. 

Always analyze the structure of the animal's body and
hair to learn where the short and long hairs are found.
This allows you to draw with more confidence and you
won't need to look as often at the reference photo. 

In the next image, you can see how I've added a depth
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to his face,  using Dark Brown. Carefully  analyze the
previous and next images to see what I've drawn.

Next, draw the right-upper side of the lion, starting with
the shadowed parts of his ear, with black to create the
hole in his ear.

Using black and dark brown color the areas around his
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ear. The reference photo shows that this side of the lion
has  absolute  shadow, so you have to  use the darkest
colors here.

Next,  color  the  mane  around  the  shoulders  in
Spanish Orange, Beige or another brown nuance.

You don't have to strictly stick to the colors of the
reference photo  you are  using.  When you look at
other  photos,  you  can  see  that  the  natural  color
depends on the light and angle among other factors.

My choice of colors may be too vivid in this case, so
you can choose other colors and nuances that seem
right to you. When drawing the hair like this, draw
only in the direction of the hair growth. For a wind-
blown effect, you could draw in a different direction.
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However, the short hair should be drawn only in the
direction of the hair growth.

Once you have  established the basic tone of the mane
around the shoulders, you can draw the details of the
hair. As always, it is important that all your lines follow
the direction of its growth.

Using  Dark  Brown  and  Burnt  Ochre,  draw  the  hair
directly  under  his  muzzle  which  in  this  case  is  in
absolute  shadow.  To make  the  muzzle  lift  off  of  the
paper in its three-dimensional shape, use White to draw
the light hair, and Burnt Ochre for the dark hair over the
basic Spanish Orange area.
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Draw the whiskers, using white ink gel pen. 

Now it's time to finish the lion. Draw the mane on the
right side and behind his head using Dark Brown and
Black for the shadowed areas.
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Mark  the  darkest  parts  first  with  Black  and  Dark
Brown.  Or  if  it  feels  better  for  you,  draw  the
highlighted  areas  first.  It's  good  to  experiment  with
these techniques to see how the visual  characteristics
change and relate to each other.

You can also try out the colors on spare paper before
you  apply  them  to  your  drawing.  You'll  familiarize
yourself with how dark or how light each pencil grade
is. And you'll avoid any big mistakes because you will
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know exactly what you're going to get with a particular
nuance.

In the next image, you can see the finished mane, in
Burnt Ochre, Dark Brown and Black. Make more layers
to fill the tooth of the paper.

This  kind  of  drawing  is  sufficient  for  beginner  and
intermediate  artists,  but  an  advanced  artist  will  add
more details.  

Don't  forget  to  spray  fixative  for  protection  against
unwanted smearing and will diminish glare

 How to draw wild animals on toned paper                                    Page 58



Lastly, draw in part of the lion's body in Burnt Ochre
and Spanish Orange. 

You can watch a time-lapse video of this drawing on
my YouTube Channel. You might find it a useful guide
for your drawing: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8iRzhqhnRU

This way you will see things that I haven't included in
this book and learn more.
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Butterfly
Reference photo: 

My sketch:
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I'm  drawing  this  butterfly  on  dark  grey  paper.  After
drawing the main lines, mark all the white parts, with a
well-sharpened White pencil. 

Next, draw the orange parts of the wings with Spanish
Orange. 

Draw the orange area, leaving the tiny lines all over the
patterns  of  the  four  wings  untouched.  Press  hard,
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layering as you go and try to completely fill the tooth of
the paper with color.

In this case I suggest you to draw the orange first and
the black patterns later. If you draw the black first, you
will go over them later in orange and they won't be pure
black and clearly visible.

Next, outline the patterns on the wings, using black and
white colored pencils. Keep your pencils sharp to get a
nice,  clean edges.  For  these parts  I  use  Lyra Groove
Slim colored pencils and I've already mentioned why in
the “Tools” chapter in the beginning. Prismacolor is too
soft for creating the  absolute tiny parts and we have to
sharpen them often, so they run out pretty fast,  that's
why I use two kinds of colored pencils. 

If you have a dervent Faber-Castell or similar colored
pencils, they can be also good for creating the edges,
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but  they are  not  that  good for  achieving the smooth,
large areas. 

Use grey colored pencil for the edge of the upper wing
to make it appear higher and black for the lower wing.
This is the case with everything similar that we draw
and once you've learned how it works, you can apply
this technique to any kind of drawing or painting.
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Next, draw the head and antennae, the thorax (middle
section)  and abdomen (lower section)  with black and
light grey pencils. Use black for the shadowed parts and
grey  for  the  highlighted  areas.  Draw  the  antennae
shadows with a sharp grey pencil, or you could use a
graphite pencil or a blending stump.

The next image shows the black pattern lines on the left
wings. 

Do  the  same  for  the  right  wings.  If  you  created  a
proportional sketch, you won't need to look at the left
wings when you draw the right wings. However, if you
drew a freehand sketch, you need to create symmetrical
wings  and  patterns.  You  can  watch  me  drawing  this
picture in a time-lapse video here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wv70LMx54VE
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The only thing remaining is the shadow. Draw it with
the grey nuance of your choice.
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Leopard

The next drawing uses this reference photo of a leopard.

I've created a grid for you, so you can follow me step-
by-step by step, because I drew this without sketching.
Referring to the grid method section (chapter), draw the
the  squares  of  your  gridded  paper  the  same  as  the
squares in the reference photo. 

I drew this leopard on light grey paper, starting with a
White pencil to draw the edges of the ears as the main
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lines for this part of the drawing.

Pressing hard, use Black to draw the hole in the ear.
Add a few dark spots on top of the head. These spots
get  more  light,  so  they  are  dark  grey  not  absolutely
black. Using light brown, draw between the black spots.

Using Black,  draw the pupil  and the area around the
eye. Use a green pencil for the part of the iris closest to
the pupil, and blend with yellow as you draw further
from the  pupil  to  achieve  a  flawless  color  gradation.
Finished the  rest  of  the iris  in  the  same yellow.  You
don't  have to  copy the  reference  photo  exactly  when
you draw an animal.  If  you don't  have many colored
pencils,  you  can  try  different  colors,  or  create  new
colors by layering two or more colors together.

You can see that the eyes I've created are more vivid
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than the reference photo. You can also do the same, but
try with different colors and be creative. We don't have
to stick strictly to the reference photo when we draw an
animal. Also, this is particularly important to those who
don't have many colored pencils. You can always create
new colors by mixing two or more colors together by
drawing one over the other. 

Add more small  black spots  close to  the eyes of  the
leopard:

Draw spots on the other areas of the body - if you use
the grid as your guide, your spots will be in the right
places.  The spots are the base of your drawing and if
they look good and proportional, the rest of the drawing
has a better chance of succeeding. Using White, draw
the lower outline of the body
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Draw more dark spots, then start drawing the areas around
the left eye and the muzzle in White.
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Draw the  rest  of  the  black  spots  and  all  the  black
parts.  Using  Black,  draw under  the  nose  leaving  a
space for the rose color of the tongue, and the parts of
the snout.

Draw the canine in light grey colored, pressing lightly
in the middle to help give it a rounded shape.

To give the final  shape to  your leopard,  follow the
main  lines  of  the  squares  of  reference  photo,  and
using White, draw under the black.

The white areas in shadow become darker, so draw
them in light grey and then soften the edges between
the black and white in the same grey.
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Now, using brown, draw tiny lines in the direction of
the  hair  growth  around  the  black  spots.  Check  the
reference photo if you are unsure of the position of the
hair. 

The top of the back and head always get more light, so
you  should  use  lighter  nuances  in  these  areas.  You
could either press lighter than on the rest of the body or
use a lighter nuance of your brown pencil.

Your fur will be more realistic if you use more nuances
of the same color - if you don't have many pencils, you
can  change the  nuances  by  changing  the  pressure  of
your pencil.  When drawing next to the black spots, go
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over their edges with a brown pencil. You will get better
results if you use a dark brown pencil because the black
and brown hairs stick together and become dark brown
in these places.

Draw the rest of the brown fur, then add the white fur in
white and light grey colored pencils. Draw the edge of
the nose in lighter brown, or go over it  with a white
pencil. Draw the nose and tongue with dark violet and
draw the highlights in rose and white pencils.

Use a white ink gel pen or white pastel pencil for the
whiskers. Add a few white hairs above the eyes, in the
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ears, and the reflection of the light in the eyes.

If you want to learn more, you can watch me draw this
picture in a time-lapse video here:    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYKhKvN2yvs
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Laughing Dolphin
Reference photo:

Photo with grid:
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I drew this dolphin on light blue paper. 

You can purchase inexpensive toned paper to practice
on before  you start  drawing on higher  quality  paper.
You can try your pencils out on different colored papers
to see how they appear, and how dark or how light each
pencil grade is. This will help you chose which one is
best for your drawing. 

In  the  next  image,  you can  see  the  examples  of  my
pencils. For this drawing, I've used only a black, white
and grey Prismacolor Premier pencils:

The Prismacolor Premier brand offers a huge range of
Grey pencils. If you carefully analyze these nuances,
you will see how different the tones and grades are,
and  this  makes  the  drawing  much  easier  and
successful. 
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You can buy an individual, single Prismacolor colored
pencil (as I did when I wanted to try them out for the
first time). You can find these pencils on my website:
jasminasusak.com  with the links to an Amazon selling
page, so you can purchase a single pencil if you don't
have a Prismacolor pencils, but you'd like to try them.
In  the  next  image,  you can see  my  sketch  including
teeth drawn in Cool Grey 20% and 30%.
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Next, draw the mouth cavity in Black. Use dark grey
pencils for the inner parts of the snout, because they get
some light.

Draw carefully around the teeth, using a well-sharpened
Black. You get clearer edges if you draw the teeth first,
because if you drew them last, you would go over the
black areas a bit to fill the tooth of the paper and the
edges  would  blur.  This  is  good  to  know  for  similar
drawings. 
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Now draw the eye in
Black.  First  draw
the  ellipse  with  a
graphite  pencil  to
make sure it's in the
right place. Then fill
it in with Black.

Draw  the  reflection
of the light over the black in Cool Grey 10% to make
his eyes shine (This color can be easily applied over
black). 

Now, mark the darkest parts over the dolphin's head in
the dark grey nuance you prefer. 

Start creating the beak with Cool Grey 50%. This grey
makes a good base for any grey area as it can easily
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 be darkened and lightened if necessary. 

Continue drawing the beak with Cool Grey 20% over
the edge of the previously drawn area. Try to make a
flawless color gradation between these two nuances.

Add a dark grey on the right side of the beak, and create
a  gradation  between  the  light  grey  and  grey.  If  you
cannot achieve this with these grey pencils,  use your
blending stump or colorless blender.
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If you use the colorless blender, try it out on another
piece of paper first, to see how it influences the color.
Depending upon the look you want to achieve, pick the
solution that  is  best  for that  application.  If  you are a
beginner, you should use a blending stump.

Next, draw the highlighted parts of the dolphin's melon
in  Cool  Grey  20%.  You  can  go  over  the  previously
drawn dark thick lines.
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Create the highlights on the dolphin's melon by drawing
in White over the Cool Grey 20% areas. The top outline
should be the lightest part, because this gives the round
shape to the dolphin's head. You also have to create a
gradation spectrum from light grey to grey.

When a gradual change is  needed,  start  with a slight
overlap in the middle, and then progressively overlap
each layer a little further. When you draw, you are too
close  to  see  your  mistakes,  so  step  back  from  your
drawing  to  see  how  it  looks.  Often  we  cannot  see
mistakes while we draw, because we are too close to the
drawing,  and that's  why it  is  recommended to take a
look on the picture from a distance.

Continue drawing the right side of the head. It has less
light so use a darker nuance to make the melon stand
out creating more shape.
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First, draw the area in Cool Grey 90%, pressing lightly. 

Then use Cool Grey 50% and 20% to blend and burnish
the area and make it appear shiny.

Next, finish the light part of the mouth cavity in Cool
Grey 70%. 
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Draw the lower beak with Cool Grey 10% on the top
and Cool Grey 50% on two sides of this area.

Analyze the next image to see exactly what I  did, to
better understand the way I made the color gradation.

Blend  the  two  grey  nuances  with  Cool  Grey  30%
between them.  The more  nuanced,  the  flawless  color
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gradation is, so add more nuances of grey if you have
them. 

You can see in the next image there are no visible lines
or edges between previously drawn nuances. 

This type of blending is your most important drawing
technique. Once you are comfortable doing it, you will
be able to draw anything easily. 

Practice drawing things like this, so you understand the
nuances and how they behave.

When you look at the reference photo, you'll see that
the top of the lower beak is the lightest part. 

Draw it in Cool Grey 10% (or your lightest grey) and
blend with White. You want it to be white so that you
can make your color gradation from it.
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Next,  using the same blending technique for flawless
gradation, draw the right side of the lower beak in Cool
Grey 50%. 

Now,  blend  these  two  nuances  together  smoothing  the
gradient.  Pressing  lightly,  start  to  shade  the  shadowed
part of the lower beak with Cool Grey 90%.
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Now  add  Cool  Grey  50%  to  make  the  area  appear
darker and continue to create the gradation spectrum,
that gives the shape to the beak. 

Next, draw the right side of the dolphin's head and the
start of the belly in Warm Grey 20%. Using White, go
over the highlighted areas, edges and parts affected by
the light.
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Blend  with  a  lighter  nuance  of  light  grey,  trying  to
make  the  area  as  smooth  as  possible.  Keep  working
until you are happy with the color and the smoothness
of the dolphin's skin.

In the next image, you can see a zoomed-in detail of the
part under the dolphin's eye colored in Cool Grey 90%
and Cool Grey 50%.
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Now, start to draw the underwater parts of the dolphin's
body. They don't have to be very smooth but they do
have to be a little blurry.

Water reflects light, so colors appear lighter when seen
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through water. That's why you need lighter nuances for
the underwater parts of the belly than above. I've used
Cool Grey 10%.

The next image contains an image for each of the four
steps  of  creating  the  left  flipper.  It  appears  distorted
through the water and you have to draw it this way to
make your drawing realistic.

Step 1: Outline the flipper and create the darkest parts
in Cool Grey 90%.

Step 2: Add Cool Grey 70% for the highlights.

Step  3: Fill  the  area  with  Cool  Grey  90  %.  Start
drawing the part between the flipper and the body in
Cool Grey 50%.
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Step 4: Start drawing the dolphin's belly in Cool Grey
50%. 

Check  the  reference  photo  to  see  how  the  visual
characteristics  of  the  colors  change  under  the  water.
Using your reference photo this way helps you make an
accurate, and realistic drawing, because you cannot be
sure  how  the  colors  behave  under  different
circumstances. 

Now you can draw the waves over the water. They are
just thick, round lines on the left side of the dolphin.
Don't press hard, because they are hardly visible. Go a
little over the flipper to make it look like it is under the
waves of the water. 
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In the next two images you can see the two steps of
drawing the right flipper.  In the first image on the left,
you can  see  the  outlined  flipper  filled  completely  in
Black  with  the  area  between  the  dolphin's  body  and
flipper in Cool Grey 90%.

In the second image, you can the part between, blended
with Cool Grey 50% and some waves over the flipper.

Now there's only the dolphin's belly left to do.
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Use Cool Grey 50% to create a basic belly color. Make
sure  you  totally  cover  the  blue  of  the  paper.  Draw
highlights  on  the  surface  of  the  water  next  to  the
dolphin in Cool Grey 10% or White.

Now you can add the waves with Cool Grey 30% and
20%. Add the little bubbles of water with your white
ink gel pen (it's  really difficult to make tiny absolute
white dots with white pencil). 
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If you want to learn more, you can watch me draw this
picture in a real-time (not sped up) video here:    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-4e2q8ivCM

It will help you a lot if you play this video while you
drawing  the  dolphin.  You  can  stop  the  video,  while
working  on  one  step  and  replay  the  parts  you  find
difficult to understand or achieve.
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Tiger with cub
Reference photo:

and with the grid over the photo: 
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When drawing the tiger, start with the black stripes as
they  give  you  an  orientation.  I've  chosen  to  draw
these tigers on green paper, and I hope you'll try the
same.

Before we continue to draw the black stripes, I want to
give you a short review about the black colored pencils,
because I have a lot of experience with them and I got a
lot of questions like: “How's your black THAT black?”
Prismacolor and other brands often forms a white haze
called  wax  bloom  a  short  time  after  the  drawing  is
finished and the black is not black anymore, but grey.
That's  particularly  bad  if  I  draw   something  on
commission,   because  it  wouldn't  look  good  on
someone's wall if it wasn't that black anymore. That's
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why I bought a lot of black colored pencils made by
many  companies  and  noticed  that  only  one  kind  of
pencil appears absolute black even after many months
and that's the black colored pencil by the Faber-Castell
company. Their Albrecht Dürer black pencil is the best
for me. The simple black colored pencil by the same
company also lose from its blackness after few days.
I've even tried  the black colored pencil by Luminance
Caran  d'Ache,  but  that's  not  that  black  to  me,  that
appears  like  Cool  Grey  90%  and  that's  just  too
expensive  brand. The next  image shows some of  the
brands I've worked with and how the blacks look after a
few days. Even Lyra's (one of my favorite brands) black
colored  pencil  showed the  same  behavior  as  these  3
pencils in the next image. Since I'd tried Faber-Castell
Albrecht Dürer black colored pencil, I've been using it
for  drawing the  darkest  areas.  Sometimes I  draw the
darkest areas with Prismacolor black pencils,  because
they have a softer lead and I don't have to press as hard
as when I'm using a Faber-Castell Albrecht Dürer, but
for  the  final  layer  over  the  drawn  black  areas  I  use
Albrecht Dürer black pencil and the drawn black area
remains absolute black. Not to mention that this pencil
is  manufactured with extra-thick 3.8 mm leads,  so is
lasts really long. You can find this pencil and link to
Amazon's selling page on my website:

 http://jasminasusak.com/artsupplies/
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Once you have drawn the proportional black stripes you
don't need to pay attention to proportionality anymore,
you can concentrate on the colors and details. 

Black colored pencils  cannot  be totally  erased which
makes it difficult to correct mistakes. If you are afraid
to press hard with black, draw with a graphite pencil
and recolor it later. 
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Next, draw the visible tiger eyes in Orange. Draw the
shadowed parts of the iris with brown.

Start drawing the white fur in White. The brightest parts
can be fully  drawn with  white,  because  they  are  too
bright to see the tiny hairs. The rest should be drawn
hair by hair, in the direction of hair growth.

The hair in the ears can be combined with white and
light grey, because many hairs are in the shadow cast by
the white hair which is found outside, on the edge.

Start  to  draw the  white  hair  of  the cub as  well.  The
white hair of the cub is the brightest in the reference
picture,  so the details  are not as important.  You only
need to color the areas.

Next, start to draw the muzzle. Add the whiskers on the
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right  side  with  a  well-sharpened  White  pencil.  You'll
use  the  white  ink  gel  pen  over  the  black  and  white
drawn areas  for  the  right-side  whiskers  later,  so  you
could  use  a  colored  pencil  as  well.  Used  Cool  Grey
20% to  create  the  shadowed parts.  If  you just  use  a
white  pencil,  your  drawing  will  look  absolutely  flat.
Blending  with  two  different  colors  or  color  nuances
creates  the  depth  that  gives  the  illusion  of  a  three-
dimensional shape. Tigers have long white hair on their
cheeks  and upper  neck leading  down to  their  chests.
Draw these long hairs on the right side of the tiger's
head in one stroke without breaking the line. Practice
your  pencil  strokes  on another  piece  of  paper  to  get
comfortable with the movement of your hand.
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It  is  really  useful  to  learn  about  the  anatomy of  the
animal you intend to draw. This makes it easier to draw
an animal that looks natural and real, with the correct
proportions, shapes and colors. 

Go over the tops of the long, white hair in Cool Grey
10% and 20% so it doesn't look like cut, but will appear
soft on top and through the coat. 

Next,  draw  the  white  neck  of  the  tiger.  It's  in  the
shadow of the tiger's chin, so use Cool Grey 50%, 30%
and 10%.  Draw a  few thick  dark  grey  lines  in  Cool
Grey 90%.
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Remember  that  more  colors  and nuances  make more
realistic fur, regardless of its main color. There is never
just one color in fur.

You  may  not  have  all  the  greys  I'm  using  here,  but
consider buying them, because the work is easier when
you have a lot of colored pencils. In the meantime, you
can create  different  nuances with the same pencil  by
changing how hard you press it. The next image shows
three different nuances from the same red pencil with
different pressure.

You can do the same with any color, so you can still use
only a few pencils to create a good drawing.

To achieve the whisper of color (the last sample on the
right),  hold  the  pencil  loosely,  barely  touching  the
paper.  You can get  a  pink tone by coloring over this
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with white.

In  the  middle,  you  can  see  a  sample  of  medium
pressure.  To achieve the rich,  vivid color  of  the first
sample, press as hard as you can to apply the full value
of the color. With experience, you will get a better feel
for how hard to press.

So, if you have only a simple, grey pencil, draw with
that, barely touching the paper. Cover the green of the
paper as much as possible. Lastly, draw the right-side
whiskers over the finished part of the tiger with your
white ink gel pen. 

Apply the same light grey for the tiger cub. The hair
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between the white and black hairs should be grey and
soft-looking.  Use  the  colorless  blender  if  you cannot
achieve this softness with grey colored pencil. 

Continue  to  build  the  long  hair  on  the  cub's  belly,
combining light grey and white.

Now, it's time to draw the brown fur. You should try out
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the colored pencils on a separate piece of paper. In the
next image, you can see how different brown and beige
pencils appear on green paper. 

Start with the top of the tiger's head, using Goldenrod
and Yellow Ochre.  This  is  a  highlighted area so  you
should use lighter brown nuances. Don't forget to draw
in the direction of the hair growth.

Next,  start  to  draw  the  muzzle  in  Dark  Brown  and
Sienna Brown, as a tiger’s nose is always much darker
than  any  other  part  of  the  brown  fur.  Make  smooth
gradients  between  the  forehead  and  nose.  The  dark

 How to draw wild animals on toned paper                                    Page 105



tones  do  not  usually  flow directly  into  lighter  tones,
there are a lot of mid-tones in between.

First, outline the tiger's nose, and then press hard over
the whole muzzle with Dark Brown. Create one more
layer of color over it with Terracotta. Terracotta is the
color of the hair, and Dark Brown the shadow.

There will always be darker shading around the hairline
caused by the hair casting shadows onto it. For a natural
look, make sure you draw these lines in the direction of
the hair growth, not horizontally, crosswise.

Don't forget to create tiny, black dots over the brown
areas  for  the  whiskers.  Always analyze  the  reference
photo before you start to work on the next area. 
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Using the same pencils, fill the area under the eye and
draw tiny dots, in Black. 
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Now you can finish the head. Color the area in Sienna
Brown and fully cover the green of the paper. Once the
darker tones are firmly established, start building up the
bright  color  in  the  tiger's  hair.  This  can  be  difficult
because the thick glossy coat refracts and scatters the
light  creating  a  surface  of  shimmering  color.  At  this
stage,  and  still  following  the  direction  of  the  hair,
introduce Beige over the Sienna Brown. 

Lastly,  add  color  to  the
nose  with  Magenta  and
Pink  Rose.  Use  Dark
Brown between  the  black
and  rose,  to  make  sure
there  isn’t  a  clear,  sharp
edge  between  them;  you
want  the  colors  to  flow
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into each other.

Now you can move onto the cub’s brown fur. Use Beige
and your brightest brown nuances. Don't forget to draw
the tiny, visible part of the nostrils in Pink. Try to create
a highlight on the edges of the cub, and use only use
Dark Brown for the tiny lines. Use Cream for the long,
bright hair on the cub's back and the gradation between
white  and  black  hair  to  make  the  fur  look  soft  and
shiny.

Draw the  cub's  paw  in  Burnt  Ochre.  Build  up  the
basic  color  of  the  paw in  the  direction  of  the  hair
growth (refer to the reference photo), and try to fill
the tooth of the paper as much as possible.

You can go over the black stripes in order to fill the
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space  between  the  black  and  brown  fur,  but  you
should back go over the black stripes once more in
Black.

Black  areas  always  pick  up  the  powder  of  other
colors, so you should “refresh” them when you finish
a drawing so that the black looks absolutely black.

Now use Beige to create highlights on the cub's paw.
Then create the cub’s shadow over the big tiger’s
white fur in Cool Grey 30% or 50%. Draw the thick
line over the white fur next to the paw.

Use Dark Brown to create the shadowed hair of the
paw,  under  the  long,  white  hair  of  the  big  tiger.
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Analyze the next image to see how I have done this.

Draw the rest of the cub’s paw and leg in Burnt
Ochre.  Continue  to  follow the  direction  of  the
hair to unify its overall texture and pattern. 

Draw over  the  colored  areas  of  the  paw and  leg,
using  a  well-sharpened  Beige.  These  lines  are
shorter around the claws, gradually becoming longer
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and longer towards the cub’s belly. Use White and
Cool Grey to create the bright belly hair.

There's  only  the  cub's  body  left  to  do.  Build  the
basic color with Burnt Ochre and Beige to create the
tiny hairs.
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Lastly,  draw  the  brown  fur  of  the  big  tiger,  and
create  the  heavy  shadow  under  the  cub's  leg  in
Black.

You can watch me draw these tigers here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1QCOymc9kg
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Squirrel
Reference photo with a grid over it:

I've drawn this squirrel on grey paper.  You could use
green  or  any  other  color.  The  next  image  shows my
main lines, before I erased the grid. The first step is to
sketch  the  basic  outline  in  graphite  to  establish  the
correct shape and proportions of the squirrel before you
start  coloring.  It  is  very  easy  to  correct  mistakes  in
graphite, but very difficult to make changes to color so
take your time with sketching.
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When you have completed the outline, erase your grid
and start mapping the main colors with the black parts.
Draw  the  eye  with  a  well-sharpened  Black  and  add
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White highlights to make its eye shine. Carefully mark
all the black parts so you have a better orientation for
the following steps. Also, draw the shadowed parts of
the nut and underline the squirrel.

Next, you need a natural looking transition between the
black and red hair.  Using Dark Brown, start  drawing
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over the black in an outward direction.

All  the  lines  and  marks  you draw should  follow the
natural  direction  of  the  bristles  as  this  helps  you  to
establish the form and texture of the animal.
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Short  stippled marks are used for the body fur while
longer strokes suggest the bushy tail. I use Burnt Ochre
in this step. Use the same colors for the nuts.

Remember  that  more  colors  and nuances  make more
realistic  animal  fur.  Use  a  well-sharpened  Mahogany
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Red to add more body and bush hairs, and then do the
same again with Dark Brown to create the dark areas.

The top of the hairs and the edges of the squirrel and
nuts  should  be  the  brightest.  Still  continuing  in  the
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direction of the hair, use Eggshell, Cream or White to
create the highlights.

I  added  some  Crimson  Red  because  I  thought  the
squirrel  needed  more  color.  This  is  the  fourth  color
applied to the fur, and you can that it looks richer and
more vivid in the next image.
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Next, draw the belly fur in White and add the shadowed
parts in Cool Grey 30%.

You can watch a time-lapse drawing video here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zYjl8Gm1TD0
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If you want to learn how to draw realistic portraits with
colored pencils, you can find my book here:
http://www.amazon.com/Draw-Realistic-Portraits-Step---Step-
ebook/dp/B00TBYHE0K/

Also, you can find my book about landscapes and learn
how to draw them with colored pencils:
http://www.amazon.com/How-draw-Landscapes-step---
step-ebook/dp/B00XDB76BY/
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Check out  my  book,  if  you want  to  learn  to  draw a
Bengal cat, German Shepherd, horses, parrot and more:
http://www.amazon.com/How-Draw-Pets-Step-Step-
ebook/dp/B00VSLU9AG/

This book is dedicated to my three cats:

 Mica, Cicko and Krimi.
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Tribute Drawing to Cecil the Lion
8* x 11*, Black, White & Grey Colored Pencils on Grey Paper
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